ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH

P.O. Box 6310 Fernandina Beach, FL 32035 corner of North Fourth & Broome Streets
904-261-3472

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
JANUARY 3, 2016
LOOKING IN THE RIGHT PLACES
“Appearances can be deceiving,” as the saying goes. As we celebrate the epiphania, the “appearing” of
the eternal Word of God on earth, this is still true.
What rapturous foresight must have filled Isaiah as he wrote the words we hear today. How, for four
hundred years, they must have filled the hearts of the people of Israel with hope for the day when God’s
glory would shine on them. How deceived some must have felt when the glory of God came to them in
the lowliest and humblest of human lives.
We have many expectations about how the divine presence will appear among us. But we can also set
ourselves up, through these expectations, to miss the divine glory when it truly appears. We get caught
up in looking for the star, forgetting that the star is not the divine sign, the babe is. It may take a persistent journey for us to come upon the true appearance of God’s glory in our lives: Jesus Christ.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The
LORD shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears over you (Isaiah 60:1-6).
Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you
(Psalm 72).
Second Reading — The mystery has been made
known that the Gentiles are coheirs, copartners in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel
(Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6).
Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, saying,
“Where is the newborn king of the
Jews?” (Matthew 2:1-12).

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Epiphany of the Lord;
National Migration Week
Monday:
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Tuesday:
St. John Neumann
Wednesday: St. André Bessette
Thursday:
St. Raymond of Penyafort;
Julian Calendar Christmas

Monday:

1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday:
1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:3444
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;
Mk 6:45-52
Thursday:
1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc,
17; Lk 4:14-22a
Friday:
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk
5:12– 16
Saturday:
1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:2230
Sunday:
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps
29:1- 4, 3, 9-10 or Ps 104:1b-4, 24-25,
27-30;
Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7;
Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

Sunday:

“Rise up in splendor,
Jerusalem!
Your light has come,
The glory of the Lord
shines upon you.”

or tuberculosis. It is the feeling to be undesirable, rejected,
abandoned by all.”

December 18, 2015, Friday -Mother Teresa of Calcutta to Be Canonized in
2016
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta will be proclaimed a saint in
2016, the Vatican announced today.
The likely date of the canonization will be September 4,
2016, the day before Mother Teresa's feast day as a
blessed.
Yesterday afternoon, Pope Francis authorized the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to promulgate a decree regarding a miracle attributed to the intercession of Blessed
Teresa (born Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu).
The Pope’s approval came during a private audience with
the Salesian Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congregation
for
the
Causes
of
Saints.
Mother Teresa was proclaimed blessed by her friend, St.
John Paul II, on October 19, 2003.
In this way, a crowning gift of the Jubilee of Mercy will
be Mother Teresa’s canonization by Pope Francis during
this coming year.

Though Mother Teresa left this world scene 18 years ago,
this tiny nun made the news big time several years ago
with the publication of her letters.
Many journalists, magazine editors, television newscasters
and bloggers completely distorted the story with their sensational headlines: “Mother Teresa’s secret life: crisis and
darkness,” or “Calcutta’s Saint was an atheist,” or even
“Mother and the Absent One.” Some commentators wrote:
“She lost her faith and the Church rewards her for it.”
These people seem unaware that those who prepared
Mother’s Beatification in 2003 cited the letters as proof of
her exceptional faith and not the absence of it.
Mother Teresa tells us in those deeply personal messages
that she once felt God’s powerful presence and heard Jesus
speak to her.
Then God withdrew and Jesus was silent.
What Mother Teresa experienced thereafter was faith devoid of any emotional consolation.
Father Rosica writes: "Years ago, during my graduate studies in Rome, I met Mother Teresa of Calcutta several times
while I was teaching her sisters in a slum neighborhood on
the outskirts of the Eternal City. At the end of our first
visit, she blessed my forehead before placing into my
hands one of her famous business cards unlike any I had
ever seen.

(The following draws on an email sent out today by Father Thomas Rosica, a Canadian priest who assists the "On one side of the card were these words:
Vatican press office for the English language.)
Blessed Teresa, known around the world as Mother Teresa,
was born August 26, 1910 in Skopje, then part of the Kosovo Vilayet in the Ottoman Empire, into a Kosovar Albanian family. She was foundress of the Congregation of the
Missionaries of Charity and the Missionaries of Charity.
Mother Teresa suffered a heart attack 18 years ago, dying
at the age of 87 on September 5, 1997 in Calcutta.
The day after she died was the date she had been scheduled
to lead an interfaith memorial prayer service in Calcutta for
her friend, Diana, Princess of Wales, who had been tragically killed in a car accident one week earlier.

“The fruit of silence is PRAYER.
The fruit of prayer is FAITH.
The fruit of faith is LOVE.
The fruit of love is SERVICE.
The fruit of service is PEACE.
God bless you. –Mother Teresa.”

"I still carry that card with me," Rosica wrote. "There was
no address, phone number, e-mail FAX number, or Twitter
handle on the card. Mother Teresa didn’t need an address
back then. Today, we don’t need any of her contact information, as she is available to all of us in the communion of
saints. Everyone knows where she is and how to reach
Mother Teresa’s most famous work began in 1950 with the her. She still has her hands full with our requests."
opening of the first Nirmal Hriday (Tender Heart) home
for the dying and destitute in Calcutta.
Mother’s words remain inscribed on the walls of that
home: “Nowadays the most horrible disease is not leprosy

GOD BLESS ALL OF YOU FOR YOUR
GENEROUS OFFERING!

Registered Families 1750
Offertory
Children’s Collection

December 20, 2015
$18,896.01
96.00

ENJOY THE CONVENIENCE OF
ELECTRONIC GIVING
St. Michael Catholic Church wants to
remind you that we offer electronic
giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.
Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer
funds from your checking or savings account to the
church’s bank account.
Credit & Debit Card Giving lets you make offerings
automatically on a pre-determined schedule using a
credit or debit card.
Online
Giving
lets
you
go
to
www.stmichaelscatholic.com at any time to set up an
automatic donation plan, change your donation plan,
make a one-time donation or view your online donation history.
As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving. Authorization forms and additional information are available from the church office.

Sat. Jan. 2 (5pm)

Luigi Bresciani by Charlene
Delugo
Sat. Jan. 2 (7pm)
Spanish Mass
Sun. Jan. 3 (8am)
Parishioners of St. Michael
Sun. Jan. 3 (10am) Jim Kehler by Marie Kehler
Sun. Jan. 3 (12noon) James William Bader by the
Flynn family
Mon. Jan.4 (8:30am) Mary Jo Leocha by Patrick &
Suzy Sabadie
Tues. Jan. 5 (6pm) Anne Mailey by Paul &
Shirley Hargreaves
Wed. Jan. 6(8:30am) Ursula Fryburg by Pam
Friedrich
Thurs.Jan.7(8:30am)Roy F. Goolsby by Bll &
Robin St. Peter
Fri. Jan. 8 (8:30am) Gus Leontarakis by Tony &
Denise
Sat. Jan. 9 (5pm)
Jack Flynn by Don & Judy
Fischer
Sat. Jan. 9 (7pm)
Spanish Mass
Sun. Jan. 10 (8am) Parishioners of St. Michael
Sun. Jan. 10 (10am) Gaston Desnoyers by Al
Desnoyers
Sun. Jan.10(12noon) Thomas J. Deely by Ed &
Barbara Deely
Please pray for the sick and all requests in our
Prayer Request Book.

CONFIRMATION
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be conferred by Bishop Felipe Estevez on SaturEXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF
day, January 9, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. Our class
THE EUCHARIST
will be joined by 3 students from St. Francis
of Assisi Mission. Please keep these young
We will have a training session in
people in your prayers as they grow in faith
church on Saturday, January 16, 2016
and confidence with the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit
at 9:00am for those who are interested
they received at their Baptism. We invite all to join us on
in
being
part
of this important ministry.
this special day.

Requirements are that you be at least 16 years of
The Tuesday morning bible study will start meeting again age and confirmed. If you are married, it must be
on Jan. 5 at 10:00 am in the Parish Office Conference a sacramental marriage.
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY RESUMES

Room. The group will be reading the OT books of Jonah,
Tobit and Judith. The Collegeville Bible Commentary Please call the parish office if you plan to attend:
books can be purchased at The Book Loft on Centre St. 904-261-3472.
Participants should read the Introduction and first chapter
for the first meeting.
“Eucharist is the source and summit
of Christian Life”
Direct all inquiries to Pam Huie at 321-0744.

ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
Corner of North Fourth & Broome Streets P.O. Box 6310 Fernandina Beach, FL 32035
Parish Office - 505 Broome Street - Phone - 904-261-3472

ALL EMERGENCIES: 904-277-6566

Fax - 321-1901 Email: smjdean@bellsouth.net

Website: www.stmichaelscatholic.com

Rev. Jose Kallukalam, Pastor
Visiting Priest: Rev. Gerard O’Shea
Deacon Art Treadwell
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil Masses:
5:00 pm
7:00 pm (Spanish Mass)
Sunday MassesConfessions:
Saturday:

8:00 am—10:00 am—12:00 noon
4:00-4:45 pm or by appointment

Daily Masses:
Holy Days Vigil:
Holy Day

8:30 am Mon., Wed., Thurs., & Fri.
6:00 pm Tues.
6:00 pm
8:30 am & 6:00 pm

MINISTRY TO SICK & HOMEBOUND
Weekly visits and monthly Communion Services are held at Savannah Grand, Quality Health Care and Jane Adams House.
Visits by Priest or Extraordinary Minister can be arranged by
calling 261-3472.
MATRIMONY
Marriage preparation for couples who wish to be married in a
Catholic ceremony must meet with their parish priest at least
eight months prior to the wedding date.
R.C.I.A.
For those seeking to learn more about the Catholic faith, call 2613472.
RELIGIOUS FORMATION
Classes are available for grades 1—8. Sacrament preparation is
available for Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation. Call
the parish office, 261-3472.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Walt Edwards: 491-0180
MUSIC DIRECTOR
Denise Ziegler: 654-3855

ST. MICHAEL ACADEMY
Pre-K—Grade 8
Principal—Jackie Stewart
Call 321-2102 for information
Email: smacad@smacad.org
Website: www.stmichaels-academy.org
St. Michael Catholic Church Mission Statement
We are the body of Christ at St. Michael’s Parish, called to: Gather for Worship, Celebrate the Paschal
Mysteries, Preach the Gospel, Minister to Others, Be Witnesses to the World.

